








 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Innovative 

The Women’s Center’s Community Ed Pro-

gram is partnering with WCSU drama stu-

dents in offering interactive theatre to our 

local schools. Using vignettes, ACT OUT, as 

the troupe is known, depict real life situa-

tions such as dating violence, bullying, haz-

ing and sexual assault. In the photo below, 

taken during Danbury High School’s spring 

ALIVE anti-violence week, WCSU student 

Jennifer Billingsley pleads with boyfriend 

(Patrick White) not to break up with her over 

her obsessive control. Students remain in 

character after the “show” so that audience 

members can interview and challenge the 

actors. The theatre option is an effective    

way to teach prevention to larger groups 

and to apply concepts we teach in the class-

room to real life issues. 

 

In 1990, the Women’s Center, with help from our local chapter of NCJW, 

developed an exhibit of portable statues honoring victims of domestic 

homicide from throughout our service area since the passage of CT’s 

1986 Family Violence Prevention and Response Act. This exhibit is mod-

eled after the national Silent Witness Initiative. Each figure, or Silent 

Witness, bears a plaque with the victim’s name, brief description of the 

murder, and number of surviving children. This testimony, as well as the 

visual impact of the red statues overwhelmingly destroys any compla-

cency about the reality of domestic violence in our area. The voices of 

our Silent Witnesses continue to work to encourage the change needed 

to end the violence. 
 

Our exhibit currently represents 23 victims. One victim of family, rather 

than intimate partner violence, was added this past year. 
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“I wanted to thank you and all the 

wonderful staff . You have been 

great to me and my family. You have 

helped me change my life…thank 

you!  

 

I will never forget the hard work that 

I have done and all the help to 

change my life.” 

Silent Witness Exhibit 



 

 

The Women’s Center of Greater Danbury, Inc. 

A 501(c)3 nonprofit agency 

                                      All contributions are tax deductible 

WORKING TO END THE VIOLENCE… 

 

3 Major Programs: Domestic Violence Services 

    Sexual Assault Services 

    Resource Services 

 

Provide: -Crisis Intervention including two 24/7 hotlines & 

on-site response to area hospitals & police depart-

ments 

 -Emergency shelter for adults and children fleeing 

from violence in their homes 

 -Individual & support group counseling  

 -Individual & system advocacy 

 -Primary prevention, education and professional 

programs and trainings for pre-school through sen-

ior citizens 

 -Information & referral services 

 

Services are provided:  At our Administrative Headquarters at 2 West Street 

At Elizabeth House, our 13-bed confidentially lo-

cated shelter 

At satellite locations in both New Milford and Ridge-

field  and: 

 

In Court:      Our Court Advocates assisted clients in obtaining over 800 Temporary 

                    Restraining and Protective Orders at Danbury Superior Court. 

                     Spoke on behalf of and advocated for victims’ rights with judges,   

                    prosecutors and other court personnel. 

            Advised victims on the entire court process and provided safety planning   

           and support.  

On Campus: Our Campus Advocate provided on-site individual counseling & safety                         

         planning at Western Connecticut State University. 

   Participated on the Sexual Assault Task Force. 

 Assisted our Community Educators with Campus Safety workshops and  

 other prevention programs and trainings to students, parents, and  

 other  members of the campus community. 

 

Helping Survivors Become Thrivers 

“I can’t thank you 

enough for all that 

you have done for my 

son. I know that you 

have had a very   

positive effect on  

him that will last 

through his life. You 

truly make a differ-

ence in the lives of 

those in need.” 


